
Jonathan Sheffield 

CEO NIHR Clinical Research Network

Integrating Research into 
Clinical Care



Key points

ÅContext

Å NIHR

Å Clinical Research Network

Å Impact of Research on Health Care

Å Future Direction



Political commitment to supporting life-sciences research

Embed clinical research in all aspects of care



About NIHR

ÅEstablished in 2006 under Governmentôs Best Research for Best 
Health strategy

ÅGoal: To create a health research system in which the NHS 
supports outstanding individuals working in world-class facilities, 
conducting leading-edge research focused on the needs of 
patients and the public

ÅTranslational, clinical and applied research

ÅFunded by Department of Health and Social Care (£1b+)

ÅGrowing remit across public health and social care

ÅNow in receipt of ODA funding for applied global health research 
to benefit patients and public in LMICs



Our mission

To improve the health and wealth of the nation through research, by:

ÅFunding, supporting and delivering high-quality research that 
benefits the NHS, public health and social care

ÅEngaging and involving patients, carers and the public in order to 
improve the reach, quality and impact of research

ÅAttracting, training and supporting the best researchers to tackle 
the complex health and care challenges of the future

ÅInvesting in world-class infrastructure and a skilled delivery 
workforce to translate discoveries into improved treatments and 
services

ÅPartnering with other public funders, charities and industry to 
maximise the value of research to patients and the economy



Celebrating 10 years

Å Funds high quality 
research to improve 
health.

Å Trains and supports health 
researchers.

Å Funds world-class 
research facilities.

Å Works with life science 
industry and charities to 
benefit all.

Å Involves patients and 
public at every step.



Research in routine care



Clinical Research Network

ÅProvides Infrastructural support across the NHS

Å Maintains a workforce focused on delivery

ÅWorks with all Research Sponsors:

Å Public Funded: NIHR, MRC, etc

Å Charities: Members of AMRC 

Å Industry: Pharma, CROôs, MedTech, SMEôs



Key statistics 2017/18

Recruitment into NIHR CRN Portfolio studies in England, 2017/18: 



Key statistics 2017/18



Key statistics 2017/18



Impact 


